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LIN Conference 2013  

Engaging students through the VLE 
findings from the VLE Usage Survey 2008-2013 

 

ñ[VLE] gives you directionò 



In a nutshell  

Multi-institutional group working since 2008 

Open participation  
o integrated in ILTA research strategy 

Anonymous and collegiate sharing 
o data collected since 2008 

o 12 institutions 

o institutions anonymised, no use of results for PR 

o common detailed questionnaire 

o over 20,500 student responses 

 

 



Some limitations! 

self-selection 

response rates 

 

... yet, consistent 

results! 



2013 Results  
with comparisons to 

2011 results for same 

institutions 



I think systems the VLE are helpful 

 



ϥLΩŘ ōŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ώǘƘŜ ±[9ϐΦ LǘΩǎ 
really helpful'/'I could not survive 
academically without [the VLE]' 



What do you use the VLE for? 

 



 

'It provides you with a good 
picture of how the semester 
will look regarding 
assignments thus allowing 
adequate planning' 



If you do not use the VLE, why not? 

 



What would you like to see improved in the VLE? 

 



ά{ƻƳŜ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǊǎ Ǉǳǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ  
fairly disorganised manner which can be  

ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅέ 



Digital literacy, usability, support 

 



'I like the freedom of having access to info day or night' 



άL Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ōŜŘέ 



Where do you access [VLE] from? 



άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ώ±[9ϐ 
from my phone.  
All notes are portable 
and when I have a free 
moment I can go 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘȅέ 



Lecturer usage 

 



 

'My course is very time consuming and 
it's difficult to manage study around 
this. [The VLE] allows me that time to 
concentrate my study in a precise way. 
It suits me just the way it is...' 



How does the VLE influence learning? 



άΧ ǿǊƛǘŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀƭƭ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛƴŦƻ 
discussed in class beside notes, 
prevents me getting confused 

when looking back on scribbles  

in my A4 pad and allows 
me to remember the 
Ŏƭŀǎǎ ϧ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎέ 



'Makes me revise more and allows me to 
prepare for labs more efficiently as my lecturer 

posts videos online in [the VLE]' 



How does the VLE influence communication? 



Getting notes on [VLE] makes me less likely  

to go to lectures 



 

'If I can't attend college because of being sick, or 
family commitments, I don't feel completely lost as I 

can keep track of everything in [the VLE]' 



Receives grades for taking 

quizzes/tests within VLE 

Receives grades for participating 

in discussion forums 

 



άL ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ 
of online quizzes 

and video links on 
material covered in 
lectures helps with 

my learning of 
subjects and feel 
that all lecturers 

should be making 
more use of this 

ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜέ 



Staff Survey 

ÅTriangulate Student survey information  

ÅProvide useful data for planning internal 

professional development 

ÅEarly versions piloted 

ÅInstance in progress at one institution 



Emerging Issues III 

 

ÅEducational 

Developers of 

Ireland Network 

 

Åwww.edin.ie  

http://www.edin.ie/

